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allow a battalion of German troops to act as an Embassy
guard which the Wilhelmstrasse had demanded as a
preliminary to the appointment of a new Ambassador, but
they agreed that the staff of the Embassy should be in-
creased to 300, and that additional forces should come to
Moscow in groups of thirty, but without arms and without
German uniforms. A promise was given that an adequate
guard would be provided for the Embassy building by the
Soviet Government.1

On these conditions there arrived in Moscow on July
28 as Mirbach's successor, Karl Helfierich, a former Vice-
Chancellor and Minister of Finance. Though his record was
one of pronounced opposition to the Soviet regime, Moscow
descried in his appointment a desire on the part of Germany
to strengthen her economic ties with Russia, and it was
certainly true that he had received instructions to pursue
a conciliatory policy of commercial rapprochement. He had
little opportunity to display his gifts for diplomacy, how-
ever, as he only remained ten days in the capital. On
August 7 he was summoned back to attend a fateful Crown
Council at Spa, and he never returned. The whole Embassy
staff went with him as far as Petrograd, leaving only a
Consul-General in Moscow. Their sojourn there was equally
short, for in less than a fortnight the Embassy was trans-
ferred to Pskov, in occupied territory.2

1  Chicherin, pp. 15-17.

2  According both to Louis Fischer, who oSers Chicherin as his
authority, and to Helfierich himself, the latter's stay in Moscow was
sufficiently long for an amazing offer to be made to him by the Bol-
sheviks. This was nothing less than an invitation to the Germans to
march an army into Russia through a corridor which the Bolsheviks
would open up from the Finnish border and which, while avoiding such
cities as Petrograd and Petrozavodsk, would enable them to advance
against the Allied penetration south from Archangel and Murmansk ;
at the same time German forces in the Ukraine would resist the efforts
of General Alexeiev to extend the sphere of influence of the Volunteer
Army northwards to the Don. This proposal was not apparently trans-